
Objective
To use typography (and typogra-
phy only) to compose and present a 
sizable amount of information on a 
broadside in a legible and visually 
pleasing way. All information must 
relate to the chosen subject, which is 
up to you.

Assignment
1. Try the searchable Harper’s Index 
site (harpers.org/index).

2. Enter the term of your choice. For 
example, the word “dog” results in 58 
matches. Try whatever comes to mind. 
And select what appeals to you.

3. Choose 15 – 20 items on the same 
subject (facts, trivia, statistics) to 
include in your broadside. Note: some 
Harper’s Index facts are in two parts. 
It is up to you if you want to keep the 
information together or separate it. 

4. It is more than ok to use info from 
other quality sources, such as the 
Schott’s Miscellany books. 

5. Make thumbnails and sketches, con-
sidering how you might present this 
information. I expect to see more than 
one concept in you process materials.

6. Like a compositor in a print shop 
(such as at Hamilton), you face certain 
limitations as to what imagery you 
have to work with. For a compositor, it 
would be the type available in the shop. 
For this project, I am limiting you to 
the fonts available on all computers in 
the lab (Adobe Type Library).

7. That means no illustration that isn’t 
derived solely from available fonts. So 
the gun in the example shown above 
would be off limits. 

8. But I’m usually ok with hand-drawn 
type if you want to go that route. Let’s 
just be sure to discuss it. All other 
restrictions apply. 

9. You can use dingbats, but be judi-
cious. You may also choose to use bor-
ders/lines, but be especially judicious. 
In both cases, ask yourself if these 
extra elements are absolutely crucial to 
the composition.

10. Don’t forget to do research into 
existing design! 

11. Broadside dimensions are up to 
you. All I ask is that the printed area 
exceeds that of letter-sized paper.

12. Don’t forget to establish a strong 
color scheme.

13. Excessive white space is accept-
able. So is no white space whatsoever 
(extreme density). 

14. Experiment with scale. And grid. 
And weight and emphasis.

Presentation
15. Please flush mount. 

16. No trace overlay needed. 

17. Don’t forget process materials. 

18. Due in classroom on Monday, 
April 18th @ 1:50 p.m. sharp. 

Technically speaking, a broadside is a single leaf of paper 
printed on one side only. This ephemeral form of graphic 
communications became a major means for information 
dissemination from the invention of printing until the 
middle of the nineteenth century. The design of a broadside 
was often the task of the (type) compositor, who organized 
the space and made typographic decisions while setting 
the type. Meggs’ History of Graphic Design, 4th Ed.

Portion of the U.S. land mass  owned by the 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Portion of 
American 
adults who 

do not 
DRINK

Portion of 
American 
adults who 

have NEVER 
flown in an 

airplane

Por-
tion of the 

PESTICIDES 
exported by 

U.S. companies 
that are banned 

domestically

Por-
tion 

of 
rural 

SOVIET 
hospi-

tals that 
do not 

have run-
ning water

Portion of Medicare 
funds that go to peo-

ple with less than a 
year to LIVE

Portion of on-the-job fatalities among retail 
workers that are HOMICIDES

Portion of the world’s 
nations that have prac-

ticed TORTURE since 
1980

Portion of world’s population that cooks 
and heats with wood or charcoal

Portion of U.S. retail sales 
accounted for by franchise 

businesses

Portion of America’s annual rainfall that 
falls in April

1/3

1/6

1/2
Portion of the personal mail 
sent in 1984 that consisted of 
greeting cards
Portion of ice cream sold in 1976 that was VANILLA
Portion of Fortune 1000 companies that em-
ployed UNDERCOVER SECURITY AGENTS in 1984

Portion of all nuclear-plant WASTE that the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission considers 
“below regulatory concern”
Portion of all fresh water in Poland that is 
too polluted for INDUSTRIAL USE

Portion of Califor-
nia’s REVENUE 
between 1852 and 
1870 that came 
from taxes paid 
by Chinese la-
borers
Estimated 
portion of all 
freshwater 
drawn from 
U.S. sources 
each year 
that is 
used to 
cool 
POWER 
plants

Portion of the 
U.N.’s total 
DEBT that is 
made up of 
back dues 
owed by 
the U.S.

Portion of 
the 107,000 

manufactur-
ing jobs lost in 

California since 
1987 that went 

to Mexico

Portion of all 

U.S. space 
m i s s i o n s 
c a r r y i n g 
N U C L E A R 
material that 
have failed
Portion of U.S. 
troops in Iraq 
who are on 
P S Y C H I A T R I C 
M E D I C A T I O N S

PORTION OF ALL 
office SPACE THAT IS 
CURRENTLY VACANT

Estimated portion of the 
world’s undiscovered 
petroleum that is 
buried under Arctic ice

Price of a single-serving pizza at 
Beijing’s Pizza Hut, expressed as a portion 
of the average worker’s WEEKLY SALARY

Portion of all oil 
produced worldwide 
that is used for 
transportation in 
the UNITED STATES

Portion of 
the world’s 
population 
that lives 
in INDUS-
TRIALIZED 
c o u n t r i e s

The Moon’s acceleration due to 
gravity compared to the Earth’s

Portion 
of Yankee 

Stadium 
tickets for 
last year’s 

World Series 
games that 

were available 
to the public

.1666666666666666666666666666666666
66666666666666666666666666666666666
6666666666666666666666666666666666
6666666666666666666666666666666666

Portion of household 
trash in industrialized 
countries that consists 
of PACKAGING

Brad Leichtfuss 2010

Type Broadside: Miscellaneous Trivia & Statistics / 22:342: Studio Problems in Typography / Sp’11 / Cutler-Lake


