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For this assignment, you are asked to 
make a map representing some aspect 
of your unique, personal experience. 

This map could represent time spent 
in the city or town you live in (or have 
lived in) or it could be a map describ-
ing the unique natural characteris-
tics of a place where you have lived, 
annotated with instances of your own 
experiences. Or maybe your investiga-
tion doesn’t cover geography at all. 

Each of the maps that result from this 
assignment should concern the nature 
of what it means to be somewhere (or 
to experience something) and how 
one may move around it. 

Almost all of these maps seek to sim-
plify what, to me, is a very complex 
subject: personal location and experi-
ence on this immense earth. 

Why maps? 
This assignment is designed to make 
you aware of the way information can 
be expressed spatially.

Maps foster better understanding of 
the situation at hand. They mitigate 
the feeling of being lost. They lend a 
sense of order to the world. 

This assignment considers the way 
designers can express ideas of place, 

time and experience through the use 
of map (or map-like) imagery in their 
work. It hopes to spark conversation, 
exploration, and thought about the 
potential of the map. 

A variety of cartographic approaches 
have been used by artists and design-
ers throughout time to explore and 
understand human experience. 

Some questions for discussion: What 
roles do scale, spatial organization, 
symbols, distance, and direction play 
when we attempt to “map out” a place 
or an idea? How can we use maps to 
describe subject matter other than 
geography? Can it tell a story? How 
does a map define location? What 
has been included? What has been 
excluded? Is a map an exact record or 
a personal opinion? 

Final presentation format will be 
unique to each map: the way your map 
is presented should address specifics 
of your unique project. If one-sided, 
flush-mounting on presentation board 
should suffice. If two-sided, you might 
want to look into the specifics of fold-
ing. Small maps should be submitted 
in a clear plastic protective envelope or 
portfolio to protect them. Don’t forget 
process materials.

Mapping fulfills one 
of our deepest desires: 
understanding the world 
around us and our place in it. 
Katharine Harmon

To create a map is to abstract 
from the world those factors 
deemed important, and 
display them in a form that 
allows them to be useful.
Ward Kaiser and Denis Wood

You are a part of a part and 
the whole is made of parts, 
each of which is whole. You 
start with the part you are 
whole in.
Gary Snyder
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