
“One of the ways a culture 
defines its national identity is 
from its use of graphic design 

for government communica-
tions. Most people interact 

with federally sponsored 
graphic design daily through 
currency, transportation sig-

nage, and nutrition and health 
labels, without giving it much 

thought. However, one form 
of government-sponsored 

design that attracts attention 
is the postage stamp.

The basic purpose of a stamp 
is to function as currency — a 

prepaid certificate that can be 
redeemed for mail delivery 

services. As a design, it is 
often an image with a small 

amount of typography. Stamps 
are avidly collected and often 

resemble miniature versions of 
contemporary posters. Aside 
from their obvious difference 

in scale, posters and stamps 
have much in common. Both 

are posted or affixed to another 
surface, and both tend to have 

an ephemeral existence. 

The most effective stamps at-
tract attention by communicat-
ing in a conceptually clear, im-
mediate, and legible manner.”

Elizabeth Resnick, from 
Design for Communication

Subject Matter
A group of 4 stamps representing 4 related things or subjects that fall under a single heading. 
For example:

Heading: The four food groups
Subjects: Dairy, Fruit & Vegetables, Meat, and Grains.

Heading: CMYK
Subjects: Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, and Black.

The subject is up to you, but it should be discussed in class first.

Specifications
Size: 1 ¼” x 1” (Portrait or Landscape)
Copy: USA/44¢/2011 Name of group or name of instance in group (ex. CMYK or Magenta)
Configuration: Block of four, grouped in a box configuration or as a row or column.
Media: Illustration your choice: raster or vector, though type must be vector, done in Illustrator 
or InDesign. Final presentation must be printed and mounted. Important: print and mount two 
versions of your stamps on the same board: one group at the actual size and one four (4) times 
larger. Illustration board should be black, gray, or white depending on artwork. No flush mounting. 

Other Rules
The four stamps must be part of a continuous design — meaning that they appear to be a single 
layout or illustration when viewed as a sheet. Of course, it is imperative that the design of each 
individual stamp functions alone as well.

Stamps must have printed stamp-like perforated edges. An individual border (white or otherwise)
for each stamp is not acceptable, due to the requirement that all four stamps must function as a 
whole when joined together on the sheet. 

Due Wednesday, March 16th with process materials. 

Ephemera
e·phem·er·on

n. pl. e·phem·er·a (-r-) or 
e·phem·er·ons

1. A short-lived thing.
2. Printed matter of 

passing interest.
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