
For this assignment you will 
use the design history paper 
you’ve written as text in a 
5-page spread in a fictional 
design magazine called Design 
History. Begin on paper, trying 
layout arrangements using 
rough sketches/thumbnails. I 
will expect to see evidence of 
this in your process manual.

You may choose to take design/layout 
cues from your subject or use a more 
straightforward contemporary style. 
For example, an article on Pop Art may 
feature bright colors and bombastic 
images. An article on the Punk style 
might also be ostentatious, but in an 
entirely different way. A paper featuring 
the Swiss Style will have a strong grid. 
Source your own paper for design clues. If 
you are choosing a more straightforward 
and/or modern approach, have a look at 
the way magazines like Print, Good, The 
New York Times Sunday Magazine, Dwell, 
and Wired present articles.  

Specifics:

1. You must use InDesign. 

2. Page size is 8" wide x 10" high.

3. The first page of the layout stands 
alone on the right side of the spread. Do 
not think of this page as the “cover” page, 
as it should probably contain at least 
some text to lead the reader into the rest 
of the article. The next four pages consist 
of two 2-page spreads. See diagram on 
the right side of this page.

4. The name of the (fictitious) magazine 
is Design History. The name of the 
magazine must appear like this at the 
bottom of each page:

DesignHistory 

(ITC Kabel Book & ITC Kabel Medium, 11 pt. Please 
increase kerning between r & y in History to +60 )

5. Page numbers (59-63) and the date 
of the issue (Spring 2011) must appear 
somewhere on each spread. (This is 
different than on each page.)

6. You must have at least two pull-quotes.

7. You must have at least four images 
(pictures, illustrations, or type samples) 
that relate to your text. It should go 
without saying that the resolution needs 
to be appropriate for print. These images 
must have captions to identify them.

8. Consider presenting some information 
as a side bar.

9. You must have a title. Consider a 
subtitle as well.

10. You must have a “byline” (author) 
listed, even if you use a pseudonym. 
No colons!              

11. References/Bibliography must appear 
at the end. Make them small. 

12. Mount on two or three separate boards 
to avoid an oversized presentation. Two-
page spreads must be mounted with 
pages touching. 

13. Don’t forget process materials.

13a. Process materials must include 
research of existing page layout design. 

14. Due Monday, April 18, 10:20 a.m.
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Important: 
You must research and 
select typefaces early 
on in this project: please 
hand in a style sheet 
that contains the follow-
ing information before 
the end of class on Mon-
day, March 28th:

Typefaces Chosen (in-
clude weights, point sizes, 
line spacing etc.) for title, 
subheadings, body text, 
captions, etc. Provide a 
sample of the body text 
set in the correct type-
face, justification, point 
size and leading.* These 
choices may be altered 
after the project begins 
with instructor approval.

See sample on ArtX. 

*For example: Body text: 
Archer Book 9/10.5, Flush 
Left (10 is the point size, 
10.5 the leading.) 
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